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From Wednesday, November 3rd, 2004 CNN post Election Day Coverage. Coverage runs from 9:55 A.M E.T 
- 12:18 P.M E.T. 


e President George W. Bush was reelected as the 43rd President of the United States over 
Democratic challenger, Massachusetts United States Senator John F. Kerry. 


e Kerry conceded in a phone call to Bush at 11:00 A.M E.T 


Electoral Vote: Bush: 286 
Kerry: 251 


Popular Vote: Bush:62,040,610 
Kerry:59,028,444 
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churches not through unions not through other groups but through church and karl rove has been saying that 
for months now they believe four years ago what up to four million evangelicals did not turn out stayed home 
two thousand i want to see a headline usa today cliffhanger wow yeah i think there's a big type there huh i 
think that's about four inches right 20 points in columbus ohio there's a similar headline there there's the 
dispatch where soledad is back in central ohio hey soledad seen the paper yet hey bill that's right i've got it 
right here a cliffhanger that obviously matching the usa today it says here bush tops in votes but kerry has 
hope some people say that that hope is beginning to diminish as we wait for the final results here out of ohio 
and you can sense it in some of the tones even when you talk to some kerry supporters or you even listen to 
the andy card come out and basically declare victory for the president so uh hope springs eternal i suppose 
but of course we're just minutes away from hearing we are told from the carey camp hear what they have to 
say this morning as the numbers are not looking good for them here in ohio still to come this morning an 
election so tight one day couldn't contain it as predicted by many folks the final vote is going to come down to 
the state of ohio i'll bring you up to speed on the very latest from here just ahead as we roll on on american 
morning for the good morning the white house puts the ball in john kerry's court president bush waits to 
make an official announcement though his chief of staff claims victory about four hours ago and there's been 
no word of concession from the carry camp we may get some direction for the kerry campaign this hour but 
one thing is certain congress remains firmly in the hands of the republican party 
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the republican party republicans gained seats in the house and the senate on this american morning this is 
american morning with bill hemmer and soledad o'brien good morning everyone november 3rd from new 
york city 10 o'clock here as our special election coverage continues on the day after i'm bill hammer new 
york and soledad o'brien is in columbus soledad good morning there and good morning to you where on 
november 3rd it is not all said and done it is not all decided and it's a little bit chilly out here as we camp out 


in front of the state house we're gonna have more on what's happening here in ohio in just a few moments 
bill you're in the heart of it all right now for campaign 2004. soledad back to you in a moment there in ohio the 
bush campaign claims victory kerry strategists urging patients that a nation is presidency now awaiting the 
final results counting is not yet complete in three states including the state of ohio elections officials there say 
a final tally could be even days away here is the electoral landscape as we see it at this hour cnn projects 
president bush with 254 electoral votes that john kerry's 252 results expected later today in iowa and new 
mexico but even those will leave either candidates short of the 270 that is needed that means ohio again will 
determine the winner and with ohio now at the center of this drama much as florida was four years ago 
soledad o'brien arriving early in the early hours in columbus ohio back to the capitol there will rejoin soledad 
with the latest good morning all right bill thanks and good morning to you it has been a long night and it is 
going to prove probably to be a very long day here certainly in ohio elections officials here in ohio setting a 
deadline of 2pm less than four hours from now to report on the actual number of provisional ballots that have 
been issued that could make the count determining who voted for who really meaningless because president 
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who really meaningless because president bush has a lead in ohio of more than 136 thousand votes so if the 
provisional ballot number is less than that as republicans are claiming the president would be a short victory 
here in ohio and most importantly really in the electoral college we're expecting as you mentioned just a few 
moments ago bill to hear something from the carey campaign so we're going to check in first and foremost 
with cnn's national correspondent kelly wallace she's at kerry headquarters in boston for us this morning hey 
kelly good morning good morning soledad the latest guidance we are getting from the kerry campaign is that 
we should expect some sort of update or briefing sometime this morning campaign aides say they are taking 
some time to talk to their folks on the ground in ohio and also to talk to the experts a top adviser to senator 
kerry telling me earlier this morning the campaign would be looking at the numbers looking at the numbers of 
provisional ballots looking at the gap between president bush and senator kerry looking at the situation very 
carefully to determine in the words of this adviser what are the quote realistic prospects of turning ohio 
around and then senator kerry would have to make the assessment and then make the decision from there 
we have not seen senator kerry today in fact we did not see him last night at all as well we believe he is still 
at his boston townhouse huddling with his family his wife teresa his daughters vanessa and alexandra and 
also with his staff the first signs from this campaign that senator kerry would not be conceding this election at 
least last night was the fact that it was senator john edwards who came before this crowd of supporters 
around 2 30 a.m at copley square it's been a long night but we've waited four years for this victory we can 
wait one more night john kerry and i made a promise to the american people that in this election every vote 
would count and every vote would be counted 
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now senator kerry's motto throughout these final days had been that he would be taking nothing for granted a 
sign of that he sat in the chair for four hours yesterday doing 38 interviews with television stations in the key 
battleground states this as his campaign aides were feeling increasingly confident soledad as the day went 
on they were looking at those exit poll numbers numbers our own news organization saw as well thinking 
that things were going senator kerry's way fair to say it turned to a great deal of concern and confusion as 
the night wore on and now senator kerry facing a very big decision whether he continues to try and make the 
case that the vote count should be continuing in ohio or if he believes the numbers are not on his side and he 
will concede to president bush again we are expecting some sort of update from the campaign sometime this 
morning soledad all right but no specific word on when we're going to hear from them there's uh at any sense 
from you of of a feeling uh there in the campaign that we could be heading into the final hours even as they 
still have not counted those provisional ballots here in ohio well first to the timeline you know we were given 
some sense of 10 am but campaign aides say 10 am at the earliest and now they're saying you know expect 
some sort of update briefing this morning the second is really will come down to the numbers the campaign 
will be looking at the same numbers we're looking at other reporters are looking at ohio officials are looking 
at and they will have to come to some sense when they look at the numbers if they think the numbers are on 


their side to send soledad i got from this advisor earlier this morning is if the campaign feels the numbers are 
not on senator kerry's side that senator kerry would likely concede this adviser saying it wouldn't be a lengthy 
period of time he said quote we won't make this a mystery for too long soledad kelly wallace for us and we 
should mention those numbers again out of ohio kelly 135 
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again out of ohio kelly 135 000 149 is the latest number that we're getting here in ohio that's 1300 fewer than 
the actual margin of victory that president bush has at this point still with 10 of 88 counties yet to report in on 
their actual number of provisional ballots that they have and once you get to that step to calculate the 
number of provisional ballots that exist period then the next step can take place if it has to which would be 
actually opening them and see which way the election goes at that point kelly wallace for us let's head it back 
to bill in new york this morning bill soledad so much of the story right now is all about numbers and in fact 
you can see the numbers that we're running at the bottom of our screen throughout our broadcast here 
results from across the country for that matter usually you will see the stock market report the dow 30 the 
nasdaq the s p you won't see that now because the screen's a bit crowded but the dow was up strongly triple 
digits 115 to the positive side in early trading so we'll keep an eye on that this morning as we go throughout 
the morning in the meantime though also want to get back to the white house and suzanne alvo the bush 
campaign suzanne already declaring victory andy card did that about five o'clock in the morning to uh 
supporters there in washington dc what are they saying at this point well bill there's a very important meeting 
that's taking place at this hour president bush is going on a couple of hours of sleep as much as his senior 
staff as well but vice president dick cheney arrived here at the white house about 45 minutes ago as did 
karen hughes his political adviser image maker and chief confidant to the president in the oval office with his 
senior advisors at this hour it is not a matter of whether or not the president is going to declare victory it's 
simply a matter of when and how we have been told the president is going to speak to the american people 
and say yes that he did win they are simply giving carrie some breathing space some room to take a second 
look at those results that was last night that we heard from his chief of staff andy card he went before the 
thousands of people gathered at the ronald reagan building to make the case why they believe the president 
is the clear winner they say 
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president is the clear winner they say that the president has 286 electoral votes he also has 3.5 million 
margin a popular vote as well as they believe a decisive victory in ohio they say about 140 000 vote leave 
something that they say is insurmountable to actually pass and what they are most proud of however is the 
popular vote the fact that the president is garnered some 51 percent to carries 48 percent they believe this 
makes it a legitimate win we are convinced that president bush has won reelection with at least 286 electoral 
college votes and he also had a margin of more than three and a half million popular votes the president was 
very confident about his chances of winning last night when he was at the residence that gathered with 
family and friends so watching the results he said he believed that he was going to win of course this snafu 
over ohio they quickly went into into work mode and figuring out the strategy what would happen next initially 
they thought the president should go forward and declare victory anyway but really the political calculus here 
bill is that they decided to pull back they wanted to make absolutely sure that the american people believed 
that this was a legitimate process that this was a legitimate win they are simply waiting for kerry to concede 
but bush aides also saying as well bill that they expect this to be wrapped up by the end of today suzanne 
are you aware of any contact between the two camps at this point well so far they are huddled the bush 
camp that's huddled at this hour trying to figure out what their strategy is we are not aware that they are 
speaking with the kerry camp at all there's a great deal of confidence among this group that they have this 
locked up but that they are simply giving this as a courtesy to carry at this time 
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this time they're allowing him these hours to simply look at those results but it does not seem like there is any 
stopping this campaign or this president to move forward and say look we believe that we legitimately have 
won this election all right suzanne thanks from the white house there back to soledad now in columbus ohio 
all right bill thanks so many americans awoke to the same question that they went to bed with what exactly 
happened and more importantly what's going to happen now joining us this morning from l.a to discuss that 
is ron brownstein cnn political analyst also a columnist for the los angeles times hey ron good morning to you 
any surprise here that in fact it's ohio that we're looking at and looking at and looking at this morning uh no i 
think you know we're sort of talking about whether ohio or florida will be the florida of 2004 it turned out to be 
ohio that doesn't seem quite as severe in terms of the potential for overlapping and confusing litigation look 
we're an extraordinary situation two elections in a row we had one state where the margin of victory was in 
dispute at a time when neither man could get to 270 electoral votes without that state no matter how iowa 
and new mexico fall today soledad no one can get to 270 without ohio so we wait all right let's talk a little bit 
more specifically about ohio the numbers we're getting now 135 149 provisional ballots out there that's 1300 
fewer than the margin of victory that president bush has in ohio 10 though out of 88 counties are still yet to 
report those numbers if you listen to andy card you listen to suzanne malveaux who's traveling with the 
president bush over the last days of the campaign and out there at the white house this morning it's locked 
up it's done do you it could be over by the end of the day do you think that that's likely well i mean you know 
we probably don't have to wait that long if in fact the officials are saying that by two o'clock we'll know how 
many provisional ballots there are we'll have a pretty clear idea two o'clock eastern of whether there's a 
realistic chance i believe in 2000 about 90 of the provisional ballots were certified as legitimate and then of 
course john kerry would have to win the overwhelming majority of those so we'll have to see whether the 
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those so we'll have to see whether the numbers provide him enough potential ohio is fascinating to look at i 
mean john kerry won three of the big swing counties that are usually the uh the bellwethers places like stark 
montgomery franklin he got a big margin out of cuyahoga county but as in many places in the country where 
president bush is strong he is very strong and he drove up margins in those republican-leaning counties they 
went from pink to crimson and that carried him over as we saw in a number of places around the country 
many places around the country last night as some people pointed out the big surprise maybe of the morning 
if it's not ohio is the numbers in the popular vote for president bush a 3.5 million margin read into that what 
does that say to you well first of all extraordinary we may see only three states depending or even less 
depending on how iowa and new mexico fall we may see only three states change hand from 2000 to 2004. 
president bush did make some gains with some swing constituencies especially hispanics i think an 
important breakthrough there there are some swing counties around the country from hillsborough county 
which is tampa in florida oakland county the suburbs of michigan where he uh moved forward from 2000 but 
by and large i think we saw the same pattern as we saw in the 2002 election which is at the republican 
leaning base like a culturally conservative coalition that he has put together really like this president and they 
turn out in big numbers for him as in 2002 i think the lesson of this election is pretty simple where president 
bush is strong he is very strong and he put up numbers that made it impossible for democrats to overcome 
him in those two real key states that were talking about ohio and florida even though democrats did 
reasonably well in a number of the swing areas ron brownstein checking in with us this morning ron thanks 
for your analysis and thanks for sticking with us throughout the night as well we appreciate it thank you it's 
time to bring it darren kagan she's at the cnn center she's got a little bit more on the results of today darin 
good morning to you that would do soledad good morning to you let's take a look at some of those election 
headlines the u.s senate's top democrat is out of a job minority leader tom daschle has lost the race in south 
dakota 
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dakota republican john thune will be taking his place in congress it's the first time in more than five decades 
that a senate party leader has lost his seat daschle is expected to speak later this morning republicans 
retained control in the house of representatives however democrats were able to knock off the gop's longest- 


serving member phillip crane of illinois crane served 35 years in congress three states had measures on the 
ballot to give the green light for the legalization of medical marijuana voters in montana passed the measure 
by nearly a two to one margin similar measures though were on the ballots in alaska and oregon and those 
were voted down and in california a big win for supporters of stem cell research the proposition was backed 
by governor arnold schwarzenegger gaining voter approval the program will hand out nearly 300 million 
dollars annually in stem cell funds for 10 years let's see what the vote is on whether jackie jarrus is at the cnn 
center actually she's here with us at cnn center with the latest jackie well darren thumbs down on that vote i 
think for a lot of people across the south some very wet weather to talk about once again for today getting 
kind of monotonous and unfortunately still going to be a while before we get this low pressure system out of 
here and clear it out and get you a little bit of sunshine so look for more rain today across nashville down into 
atlanta birmingham extending all the way down into louisiana once again for today and the rain is going to be 
very heavy a lot of moisture in the air and even if it's not raining at your house it almost feels like it is 
because there's so much humidity in the air we have some flood watches in effect across central parts of 
tennessee into northern alabama and northern georgia it does include atlanta does include nashville as well 
one to three inches of rain will be possible in some of the heavier showers or thunderstorms drier weather 
across the northeast i know a little cloudy across ohio right now sunshine is on the way and some wet 
weather across the west more on that a little bit later bill jackie thanks the business of provisional ballots still 
new to many of us we're going to talk to an expert though in a moment on state law back in ohio also the 
voting lines very long in florida 
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voting lines very long in florida just as they were across the country this year though things went smoothly 
how they pull it off we'll check in on that too as we continue in a moment special coverage rolls on on this 
american morning [Music] welcome back everybody let's begin with a look at what's happening in the 
electoral college as you can see right there president bush with 254 electoral votes senator kerry with 252 
big number that's missing there right now of course is what happens in the state of ohio with its 20 electoral 
votes and in fact with the ohio voting results still up in the air this morning let's turn right to professor terry 
ends of ohio state university before joining the university she served as a legal counsel for the ohio senate 
minority caucus good morning nice to see you morning it's not in the courts yet right now the the debate 
seems to be really over just sheer numbers yes the debate is whether or not the provisional ballots would be 
a way for senator kerry to overcome what's right now a margin okay now the margin as it stands right now 
those provisional ballots uh 1300 less than the margin of victory that president bush seems to have here in 
ohio but that being said there are 10 counties where the number of provisional ballots still not known so that 
could change what point could this go into the courts um i wouldn't look to the courts anytime soon what has 
to happen with the provisional ballots are that first it has to be ascertained whether the ballot was cast by an 
eligible voter and then if it is eligible then it will be counted so we have to go through a two-step process yet 
to see whether they were valid votes and then we count those votes so um there's been some legal 
wrangling though about standardizing the procedure explain for us what that issue has been and how that 
could affect really what has come down to right now yeah there was a lawsuit filed yesterday saying that the 
secretary of state's 
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saying that the secretary of state's directive on how to count those provisional ballots wasn't precise enough 
that we could be certain that each board of elections would count them in the same way which is required by 
the bush v gore case so there still could be wrangling even about how to count those ballots you look back 
historically though in 2000 we heard from the secretary of state here in ohio that 90 percent of the provisional 
ballots were counted his point being it wasn't a big deal it wasn't that contested over these provisional ballots 
because of course if a lot of them are thrown out if the numbers are there to support senator kerry and i know 
we're doing a lot of ifs here then that could lead to more contentious and could lead into the courts well those 
ballots were counted under ohio's provisional ballot statute which is different than the current help america 
vote act provisional ballots and the help america vote act permits a much wider group of people to cast a 


provisional ballot so you might expect that perhaps a few more of those would be invalidated and not quite 
the 90 percent validity that was at the last election we have heard that we're going to get some kind of word 
from senator kerry's camp at some point which is obviously very vague does the senator if he wants a 
recount does he have to go through the courts for that or can it just be asked for no he can ask for that 
through the elections process he actually has to file um has to wait until the official count and then within five 
days of that he can file and he files that with the boards of election and the secretary of state takes over at 
that point does it surprise you at all that we are camped out here in the cold on the day after the election and 
we're talking about which way ohio goes actually no because ohio has always had a very very close count 
among the electorate so it's not a surprise that we're waiting to see who actually won here professor terry 
ends nice to see you thanks for chatting with us this morning about the legalities behind all this we 
appreciate it thank you let's head it back to bill in new york all right soledad from columbus ohio back to 
florida a moment here florida's spending millions to avoid a repeat this time around uh we'll see if their 
money's worth it as our special coverage continues on this american morning 
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continues on this american morning [Music] shortly before investing former new york city mayor rudy giuliani 
has been a strong bush supporter campaigning across the country for him in recent months earlier today i 
sat down and talked with a former mayor he makes no mistake about how he believes this current situation 
should be handled you believe john kerry should concede now yes why is that because uh it can't be done i 
mean you've got to face reality i mean the president leads 136 000 votes that's not a slim lead that's a one 
two point win i i conceded elections where i lost by 40 42 000 votes because i felt you know wouldn't be right 
to put the city in jeopardy of contesting an election like that this isn't this isn't a 500 vote margin like we had 
in florida there's a hundred and thirty six thousand votes it appears that's a substantial here's the kerry 
campaign said let's go to bed let's sleep on it let the dust settle wake up tomorrow which is today face it 
down he's going to wake up this morning he got to sleep now it's time to concede we gotta you got you got a 
country at war you got an election that's over you got a president that's gotten the largest vote of any 
president in history and the president's got a majority of the popular vote even bill clinton didn't achieve that 
so um and you've got a state that's out of reach when uh when it's 136 000 votes and you have 130 000 or 
so provisional ballots and remember provisional ballots are ballots that get challenged they're people who 
where there's some infirmity in their in their voting uh status and that's why they're doing a provisional ballot 
and typically a good number of them just get knocked out so that 130 536 in provisional is going to get 
knocked down to a much smaller number and then he'd have to win 100 of them and i can't imagine there's 
any place in the state where he won 100 of the vote or 
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where he won 100 of the vote or president bush did so this is i think if he had if he has good lawyers and i've 
done election lawyering too if he's got good lawyers they're going to tell him you want to be a statesman the 
way to be a statesman is to concede because when you're going to get counted out so why not you know go 
out on a high point and why not sort of start the whole idea of uniting by doing the uh by doing the big thing i 
watched about three o'clock this morning you're on another network and you came out and your approach 
was essentially the times are different now uh this is a country at war there are big issues out there and the 
voter turnout impressed you as well right when you factor all that together i'm assuming that's what leads you 
to the strong opinion you have at this point yes sure and also also that it isn't uh it isn't florida four years ago 
it isn't 500 votes it's 136 000 votes the president has won ohio and if you count it if you count it 20 times or 
you delay it for three weeks the president's going to win ohio outside of the netherlands and therefore he 
wins the election why do you believe republicans were so successful yesterday because the president put on 
a really terrific campaign he's a great leader the the referendum yesterday was on leadership that's why the 
big surprise in his uh margin of three million in his reaching a majority when no president has done that in 16 
years but after every debate all three of them when we went out and asked the american people who they 
thought won each time what explains that then how it translates yesterday who did they always say was the 
stronghold leader even after those debates george bush what the country is looking for is leadership they 


saw that in george bush at least three million more saw that in george bush or you know depending on the 
state that you're talking about you know it was it was a by modern standards it was a big win fact is the 
president also understands i'm sure that it's a divided country and he has to he has to he has to he has to 
also play a big part in reaching out to the 
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play a big part in reaching out to the democratic side but what i'm saying is senator senator kerry can can do 
a really good thing in that direction here by really conceding the inevitable but now rudy giuliani former new 
york city mayor earlier today here on american morning our special coverage extended coverage continues 
in a moment on for five hours again today and for a second straight presidential election it has lasted beyond 
election day how long is john kerry willing to fight we'll have a look at that as our coverage continues break 
here back after this [Music] cnn tonight 7 eastern [Music] more than 15 hours after the nation's polls first 
began to close the presidential race still remains too close to call cnn projects that a mere two votes in the 
electoral college separate george w bush and john kerry iowa and new mexico will declare their winner later 
today but even those electoral college votes will fail to give either candidate the 270 votes necessary so all 
eyes this morning on ohio where bush has a lead of more than 136 thousand votes if the uncounted 
provisional ballots number less than that as the republicans came today bush would be assured victory in 
ohio and of course more importantly in the electoral college it is still unclear what will happen here in ohio it 
could be days before all those ballots are counted in fact u.s representative bob portman is from ohio he 
joins us this morning with a take on what's been happening yesterday and overnight good morning to you 
good morning that it's ohio that the nation is looking at this morning not at all we've been in the spotlight all 
along and ohio came through for george bush last night it was a great night for him as you know he won by 
over 136 000 votes here we do have some provisional ballots out still but it was a great night for george bush 
and he clearly is going to be the victor in ohio i like the way that you say we have some of those provisional 
ballots out here actually those are the focus of the whole entire debate even if looking at it mathematically 
even if john kerry were to win 90 of 
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even if john kerry were to win 90 of those provisional ballots that are out there and even if 90 of them were 
deemed to be valid and neither of which is going to be true based on their very hypothetical i'll give you that 
right still he would lose by over 10 000 votes so and that doesn't even count the overseas because we still 
only have 135 000 provisional votes i think actually there are 154 000 provisional ballots because we've 
talked to now every board of elections all around the state they've all come in and we have about 136 000 uh 
vote margin so if you assume that 90 of them are valid and again as you know in illinois with the new hava 
ballots it was 17 were valid but let's assume that 90 are valid which is very very unlikely and let's assume 
that 90 go to john kerry which is very unlikely given that a lot of these counties that have provisional ballots 
coming in are republican counties and we expect it to split more or less the way ohio split but even if that 
were to happen still he would be ten thousand votes short and that doesn't even account for the fact that that 
doesn't count the overseas ballots as you know in 2000 we had about 10 000 overseas ballots come in from 
overseas military about 90 of them went with the president so it would appear to me that just mathematically 
the numbers are insurmountable and that's why i do think we can say that we've won ohio it may take some 
time legally to work through this but i would think senator kerry should say that president bush is one of i 
mean are you saying that senator should concede at this point i think if the math is accurate that i just laid 
out then i think there is no way that senator kerry can beat the math uh even using new math we can't come 
up with a way that he could win and therefore i think it'd be good for the country uh if senator kerry looking at 
this state and looking at some other states that apparently george bush is ahead in uh that you talked about 
a moment ago that he would concede as soon as it is possible so that we can move on and get the country 
moving is it bad for the country if he does not if he says you know what let's count them all let's take the 10 
days before they start counting these provisional ballots well i think the lawyers then would be very active 


here in ohio we'd be litigating a lot of different matters and i just would hate to see that if the math is as i says 
it is as i said it was earlier again he can't win 90 of those ballots we don't believe 90 of them are very unlikely 
to be valid and yet he would still not win in ohio 
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and yet he would still not win in ohio also i think it's interesting this year that we have a different situation on 
the national scene the president won you know three and a half million votes margin nationally so it's a 
different sort of a situation a big difference from what we thought yesterday afternoon with the original exit 
polls coming in so this this is a clear victory for the president nationally in terms of the popular vote and i 
would hope that as soon as possible we can move on and begin to bring this country together it's been a 
tough election there are hard feelings on both sides it was hard fought i think it'd be good for the country for 
us to have the lawyers move out of the way and have the country move ahead with a very important agenda 
certainly has been a long night for all of us and turning into a long day as well representative bob portman 
nice to see you thank you so much and let's head back to bill in new york hey bill all right soledad for four 
years many americans wondering if there would be a repeat of the florida debacle during this election so far 
so good from florida palm beach gardens here's gary tuchman again good morning bill hammer hello to you 
let's talk about interstate 4. interstate 4 runs from ebore city in the west that's an historic part of tampa to 
orlando in the central part of the state to daytona beach in the east an important part of the state that both 
camps the bush and kerry camp both thought they had a win the i-4 corridor those swing voters around there 
and went heavily towards george w bush and that helped lead him to victory here a very decisive victory in 
the sunshine state there were long lines yesterday a huge turnout john Kerry's people thought that would 
mean a lot for him and it did it gave him an extra half a million votes over al gore in the year 2000 however it 
ended up meaning a lot more to george w bush he got a million more votes in florida than he received in the 
year 2000 so instead of winning by 537 votes as he did in 2000 george w bush won by 377 000 votes here in 
the sunshine state and he won all 27 electoral votes terry had to do well in south florida the most democratic 
county here in south florida is broward county just to our south in the year 2000 al gore beat george w bush 
by a two to 
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al gore beat george w bush by a two to one margin well this time john kerry got 54 000 more votes than al 
gore got but george w bush got 58 000 more votes than he got in 2000 and that gives you an idea that kerry 
did not do as well here in south florida as he needed to do and certainly did not do well in the i-4 corridor one 
more thing i want to mention bill some very simple mathematics despite all the talk about ohio today ohio 
would have meant absolutely nothing electorally if kerry won the state of florida if kerry won florida he would 
have 279 electoral votes and he would have made his victory speech by now bill back how much you think 
jeb bush a popular governor approval ratings right around 70 helped his brother there jeb bush being the 
governor of the state in the year 2000 being the governor in 2004 has meant an immense amount to his 
brother the fact is that jeb bush was not at the republican convention this year he was busy here with 
hurricanes he had a very statesmanlike role here and despite the fact that he wasn't at the republican 
convention that helped his brother serving in that role during the four hurricanes in florida this summer and 
he was prominent going back to august too gary you're right about that thanks gary again down there in 
florida want to go to atlanta now the cnn center and say good morning again to my colleagues there darren 
kagan and rick sanchez how are you guys doing huh where were we four years ago we're back there again i 
was sitting next to you four years ago and you're on your way to florida that's where we were that's right 
where were we last night by the way we were sitting here waiting for our turn good morning to you uh bill 
we're going to go from atlanta we'll go to washington and get an insider's perspective yeah well the 
government uh be impacted by this uh presidential race in sudden limbo our guest is jim vanda he's good 
enough to join us a reporter for the washington post hey jim hey good to be here i'd like to get your reaction 
on something it seems like the mantra from the republicans this morning is john kerry really needs to do the 
right thing the statesmanlike thing and concede here's how c boyd and gray put it the math doesn't add up 
and and you can insist on principle 
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insist on principle and put the country through 10 days or more of of uncertainty and invite all kinds of other 
mischief but i think that would not be the statesmanlike thing to do i mean nixon could have insisted on a 
recount in 1960 he didn't there have been other examples of where presidents could have or candidates 
could have i think it's it's over as as a complete practical matter it's over that seems to be the party line 
what's your take on what you've been hearing i'm sure you've heard that from other people as well including 
by the way rudy giuliani this morning right we've been crunching the numbers since last night and it does 
look difficult for john kerry at this point the kerry campaign is saying that until this is mathematically 
impossible they're not going to concede they're not going to concede this election to george bush what they 
want to do is they want to take a look in ohio find out how many provisional ballots are out there but also find 
out if there's any voting irregularities throughout the state and figure out if at all the numbers could work in 
their favor and so i think they're going to take a good part of today and try to figure that out talk to their 
lawyers survey the landscape and figure out what it looks like since mr gray broached the subject and we're 
talking about history let's go ahead and go back to about four years do the people of duval county who 
perceive 25 000 of them that their votes didn't count the last time do the democrats does john kerry owe it to 
them to see this thing through to the very last check or balance i mean that's what we heard from john 
edwards last night that's what we've been hearing from john kerry throughout this campaign he really did 
make a commitment to those voters and he's talked about it in florida he talked a lot about it in ohio so i think 
he's going to do this he's going to take it until the end until all the votes are counted and it's crystal clear that 
he's not a winner now i must say that in talking to democrats the mood is they're very nervous they don't 
think that this can happen they don't think that the numbers are going to add up but they also there's a lot of 
pressure on john kerry to fight you know there's a lot of loathing of george bush out there among democrats 
and there's no interest whatsoever in sort of giving up until they absolutely have to you watched john kerry 
throughout the campaign covered him just like for what uh how how long were you with 
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for what uh how how long were you with the senator i was with him from the beginning i was with howard 
dean and then and i went on to john kerry when he started to catch fire early in uh january what did he do 
wrong or maybe the way i should ask it is what could he have done better you know i think is interesting i 
was talking to howard dean in december of last year he he made it he made what turned out to be a very 
pressing point he said that democrats have to somehow break through in the south and they have to be able 
to communicate to church-going rural voters and it looks like from what we're seeing in the exit polls that john 
kerry was not able to do that in the end he tried to go hunting he tried to talk about sports and he tried to 
reach out to those voters that aren't in big cities that aren't part of the democratic base to show that 
democrats have broadened their appeal it doesn't appear that he was successful in doing that and 
democrats when you look at that map and you look at the blue on the two coasts and the rest of the country 
this basically a sea of red they have to figure out how to communicate to that block of voters and john kerry 
always struggled in doing that jim vande washington post thank you for being with us this morning appreciate 
it and here's uh now some more election news headlines election officials across the country say the 
presidential race drew the largest voter turnout in decades according to the latest estimates at least 112 
million registered voters cast ballots in person yesterday that's at least 7 million more voters than in the 
bitterly contested election in 2000 in illinois a rising star in the democratic party ascends to the u.s senate 
state lawmaker barack obama easily won an open republican seat the 43 year old drew y praise and a 
keynote speech at this summer's democratic national convention he defeated by a very wide margin allen 
keys a former gop presidential candidate and talk show host and u.s voters rejected the idea of legalized 
same-sex marriage in all 11 states considering a constitutional ban those proposed amendments won by 
double-digit margins in mississippi 86 percent of the voters supported a measure stating that marriage is 
strictly a heterosexual institution to world news now in afghanistan hamad karzai has been declared the 
winner of 
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karzai has been declared the winner of that country's historic presidential election investigators say a string 
of irregularities are too minor to reverse the results there the u.s backed candidate will serve a five-year term 
as the country's first popularly chosen leader and boy was that interesting last night when that came over the 
wires that we have a winner in the presidential race and it is humid cars high at 3 20. the play things would 
get a little goofy here and um we had a winner in the presidential race karzai takes ohio flaming ohio no 
one's looking to ohio to weigh in on that race unfortunately because here in ohio we have enough going on 
as we we wait to really get the final tally things still hang in the balance those 20 electoral votes that the 
republicans say they have taken but of course it's not over till it's over the election also having a dramatic 
effect today on wall street we're going to take you live to the stock exchange just ahead american morning is 
back in just a moment want to check in the markets right now about 10 minutes before the hour market's 
trading about an hour and 15 minutes now we're told they're up how far here's rhonda schaffler down there 
ronda good morning hi there bill up in a big way even though the news organizations aren't predicting who 
won this election just yet the market has declared a winner and is cheering the result many investors now 
expect to see a bull run in the near term history suggests investors can expect an up market after an 
incumbent wins since 1945 in fact the s p 500 has risen an average of almost 13 percent in the year after an 
incumbent candidate or party has won reelection now to the numbers the dow industrial average surging 147 
points it's been a long time since 
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147 points it's been a long time since we saw a rally like that the nasdaq also sharply higher number of 
advancing stocks swamping losers by a five to one margin so which sectors are banking on a bush win 
defense energy and utility stocks widely expected to benefit from a republican administration shares the 
defense contractor raytheon up better than two percent as our shares of oil services company halliburton 
pharmaceutical companies also strong as senator kerry had hinted about tightening government drug pricing 
and easing restrictions on imported drugs on the other hand shares of stem cell research companies trading 
lower since a carry win would be more funding for their research shaping up to be an interesting day on wall 
street we'll keep you posted in the meantime bill back to you rhonda if i could hear you talk to a lot of people 
down there on the floor and all the traders down there what's their buzz based on the headlines so far today 
well the buzz on wall street is and really the excitement began after there was some hints that the bush team 
felt confident that they were going to win this election the reason why that's something wall street likes to see 
is historically there is a slight percentage win in terms of stocks when a republican is off in office going back 
to world war ii also of course there's thoughts that if the bush administration gets another term there will be 
favorable tax policies that could benefit wall street so what wall street did really was react to some of those 
early calls coming out from the white house team the expectations that they are going to be declared 
victorious here and that's really what wall street started to trade this day on and at the moment the bulls are 
off and running rhonda thanks rhonda shaffler down there on wall street back to darren out the cnn center 
darren what do you have bill we're going to talk a little bit of health here and whoever ultimately wins the 
presidency will have to deal with the major issue of health care well actually we kind of know how it's going 
uh both parties say the system needs a major change elizabeth cohen joins us with the full 
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cohen joins us with the full story on that and some of the changes that might be coming up that's right darren 
good morning whoever wins this presidency whoever is our new president will have to deal with this many 
big problems but one of the most intractable seems to be health care the costs just keep going up to the 
point where general motors spends more on health care than it does on steel let's take a look at some of the 
numbers that make this a particularly american problem the u.s spends more money on health care than any 
other country that's five thousand dollars per person per year but only has the 24th highest life expectancy 
so some people say are we getting what we're paying for we're behind countries like japan australia 
switzerland as well as many other countries so as darren mentioned a lot of people say we have to have a 
major change in health care but the thing is when you start messing with people's health care they get angry 
so how do you do a change that people are going to find acceptable right and there's a lot of people out there 


who still need health care what kind of numbers are we talking about for uninsured well uninsured 
unfortunately just like health care costs those numbers keep growing to the point now where one in six 
americans is uninsured one in ten children is uninsured there are five million more uninsured americans than 
in the year 2000 and the government pays 25 billion dollars to finance those uninsured so the problem of 
more and more uninsured that seems to just keep going on and on and then another big bill out there 
medical bill is for prescription drugs and the rising cost of those that's right and those keep going up and up 
to the point where americans now spend between 35 and 55 the cost of 35 to 55 percent higher in this 
country than in other countries so some people have gone to canada to get their drugs but the fda says they 
can ensure that they're safe and high quality drugs and then in addition to that um you have a situation 
where p where medicare you have the medicare plan that just came up for prescription drugs so that old 
people would be able to get prescription drugs but a lot of people say that hasn't worked terribly well that it's 
really not much cheaper than it ever was lots to do lots to do in this area that's right thank you for that you 
know the the campaigning is over now the governing 
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campaigning is over now the governing begins now they have to be it let's go to soledad she's standing by in 
columbus ohio where there may be some new information coming out of there soon on this uh this never- 
ending race that everyone seems to be watching so about what you got let's let's not use that word never- 
ending shall we it's a little too early for that yeah we're waiting to hear from ohio's secretary of state he's 
supposed to be making some remarks soon of course the bottom line is these uh provisional ballots just how 
many are there out there that number is officially unclear at this time we're going to get the the word on that 
and then of course then what's the next step after they get those numbers is there enough of a margin for 
senator kerry to still pull it out we will find out that's ahead stay with us american warning continues right after 
this [Music] every day this is american morning with bill himmer and soledad o'brien good morning november 
3rd 11 o'clock in the morning here in new york city as we continue our coverage here our special five-hour 
coverage here of american morning is it not ironic that president bush yesterday on his way back to the white 
house made one last campaign stop and that stop was in the city of columbus ohio a lot of attention given 
there today that's where we find my partner soledad o'brien good morning soledad hey bill good morning to 
you you know we heard the president as he was voting yesterday say that he was going ahead to columbus 
in order to thank his volunteers what he was also doing was literally picking up the phone himself and talking 
to voters encouraging them to get out to the polls and they did in big numbers for him good morning from 
ohio this of course is the state today that holds the key to the white house the bush campaign claiming to 
have an insurmountable lead over senator john kerry here in the buckeye state and the white house chief of 
staff declaring victory for mr bush in the presidential rape race earlier today but cnn considers ohio still too 
close to call our estimates now give president bush 254 electoral votes short of the 270 that are needed to 
win john kerry with 252 electoral votes 
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john kerry with 252 electoral votes the votes though are still being tallied in iowa and new mexico but it is 
ohio's 20 electoral votes which will determine the winner bill all right soledad we're getting news out of florida 
right now a hotly contested senate race between mel martinez and betty caster betty caster the democrat 
has just offered her concession so officially that race is now over she's speaking with reporters down there in 
florida give it a quick listen here and we'll come back after this and i think people are are very much divided 
on on how you resolve some of the issues facing this country figure out exactly why what is it why did you 
not win speech down in florida mel martinez the first cuban american to serve in the u.s senate substantial 
news especially from the state of florida where the cuban-american population there is so prominent now at 
the kerry campaign still taking stock in the numbers game in ohio president bush however poised to face the 
nation and declare victory let's get there this morning with suzanne malveaux watching and waiting for the 
bush team there also kelly wallace up in boston massachusetts let's begin now this hour with susana at the 
white house good morning good morning bill the president is hunkered down with his top advisors in the oval 
office that meeting continues as we speak for about 90 minutes it has gone on the vice president as well as 


karen hughes is confidant as his top political strategist karl rove all of them trying to figure out just how to 
proceed with this we are told however that the president is going to address the american people later today 
that he is going to declare victory they are simply giving kerry a courtesy they say a chance to kind of digest 
these results but they will move forward one eight i spoke to said that they are supremely confident that this 
is all going to be wrapped up by the end of 
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all going to be wrapped up by the end of the day when it's all said and done it was earlier this morning about 
5 30 in the morning when white house chief of staff andy card went to the ronald reagan building to make the 
case the president's case that this is a clear win before his supporters he said that the president has the 286 
electoral votes necessary a three and a half million margin when it comes to the popular vote and also they 
believe a decisive win when it comes to ohio about 140 000 vote lead what they are most proud of however 
is this popular vote they feel it gives the president even more legitimacy when it comes to this this win we are 
talking about a popular vote bush 51 percent to carries 48. president bush's decisive margin of victory makes 
this the first presidential election since 1988 in which the winner received a majority of the popular vote and 
in this election president bush received more votes than any presidential candidate in our country's history 
and they are talking about back in 1988 of course president bush's father now it was early in the evening that 
president bush gathered with close family and friends at the white house residents to watch the results come 
in when they heard of the controversy over ohio quickly turned into a high-powered strategy session initially 
the thought was the president would go before his supporters declare victory early on the thinking was 
however they would pull back they would allow kerry to make his concession speech first uh the bottom line 
here is they believe if they allow this to unfold this way they're confident that this is a win that it will really give 
a sense of legitimacy to this process as well as this win and convince the american people that this really is 
the real deal bill suzanne thanks for that to boston now kelly wallace kelly what are you picking up on this 
hour 
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picking up on this hour well bill just talked to a senior carry advisor to see what the situation is this advisor 
says no final decisions yet the advisor saying that senator kerry and senator edwards continue talking with 
mary beth cahill that is the kerry campaign manager to figure out what this campaign will do early in the 
morning the first indication we got from the top advisor was that the campaign would clearly look at the 
numbers look at the number of provisional ballots look at the gap between president bush and senator kerry 
and then in the words of this adviser look to see what the reasonable prospects would be for senator kerry to 
turn ohio around that the senator would have to make that assessment and make a decision so lots of a 
sense of a waiting game we are getting some sense from the campaign that we should get some sort of 
update late morning early afternoon we have not seen the senator today we did not see him last night we 
believe he is at his boston home with his wife teresa his daughters talking to aides and again really sort of at 
this point in time the word we have no final decision conversation still continuing bill do you Know about his 
schedule about his plans what he's been doing so far this morning and especially what his campaign 
management team has been doing kelly well they certainly met early this morning some of them went to 
sleep just uh maybe an hour two after senator edwards came out here and after the campaign said we 
wouldn't really be hearing anything until 10 a.m this morning at the earliest they met this morning we 
understand that they were talking to their folks on the ground in ohio also talking to experts trying to assess 
what the options would be looking at the numbers as for the senator again we understand he's spending a lot 
of time talking with senator edwards talking with his campaign manager really trying to assess what the best 
step would be to continue to raise questions to continue to fight to continue to explore the numbers in ohio or 
to reach the conclusion that 


00:52:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUyUkIDres&t=3120s 





conclusion that it would be time to concede this election to president bush again the word we're getting still 
still talking no final decision all right kelly thanks kelly keep us posted there up in boston i'm certain you will 
so we'll check back at you in a moment as we continue our coverage back to rick sanchez at the cnn center 
hey rick hey bill more election headlines now that we're following for you at least 112 million americans 
turned out to vote tuesday yes it's a record many stood in long lines and in some places didn't get the cast 
ballot until after the election the official closing time the number of voters for 2004 will grow once early and 
absentee voters are figured into the mix republicans will pick up at least three seats in the senate in 2005. 
biggest upset came in south dakota though this is one they're still talking about former republican 
congressman john thune ousted senate minority leader former majority leader tom daschle balance of power 
in the senate stands at 54 republicans 44 democrats and one independent the race in alaska remains by the 
way too close to call in the house republicans solidified their control picking up a net gain of at least four 
seats republicans will hold at least 229 seats democrats 200 and one independent in the new congress two 
more house races from louisiana will have to be decided by runoffs we understand and from california voters 
approve a measure allowing the state to raise 3 billion dollars to finance human embryonic stem cell 
research california governor arnold schwarzenegger split with president bush and the national republican 
party on this issue the stem cell issue he lobbied voters to pass the measure almost two-thirds of californians 
said yes to proposition 71. let's go back out to ohio and pass things over to soledad hi soledad all right rick hi 
thanks very much still to come this morning we're going to talk with a reporter who's been covering mr bush 
since his days as a texas governor he's got some interesting things to say about the likelihood of the 
president reaching out to democrats if he wins this election a look at that ahead stay with us 
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stay with us [Music] seven years ago bristol-myers squibb medicines literally saved my life i simply wouldn't 
be here without him today bristol meyer squibb researchers are focused on our most serious diseases with 
revolutionary treatments for cancer and aids these researchers dedicate their lives to fighting our most 
serious diseases and these medicines can make the difference for millions of us cnn's in the money saturday 
at 1 pm eastern welcome back everybody we've got this news just into cnn john king is telling us that in fact 
senator john kerry has called president bush to concede the election we've got kelly wallace who's been 
traveling with the kerry campaign through this long and often ugly campaign she's got the very latest on this 
for us this morning kelly first and foremost there was much hand-wringing and wrangling over what was 
happening here in ohio but in the end it didn't last that long did it it didn't and we can confirm from this end 
soledad just talked to a senior carry advisor who said that seven minutes ago senator kerry in fact 
telephoned president bush to concede the election to him this adviser saying that senator congratulating 
president bush but uh and then president bush called him an honorable and worthy opponent this advisor 
also though saying that senator kerry believing the nation is too divided and that he thought that something 
needed to be done to unite the country we are told that the president agreed with him and that was the 
nature of this discussion we also understand senator kerry will in fact be making his speech at one o'clock at 
faneuil hall here in boston clearly to announce the decision he has made early in the morning we did get to 
send soledad that this decision would be made quickly and that it would likely come down to the numbers 
that senator kerry would look at the numbers the number of provisional ballots in ohio look at the gap 
between himself and president bush and make a decision 
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and president bush and make a decision so we have confirmed senator kerry conceding this election to 
president bush a speech this afternoon one o'clock faneuil hall soledad all right kelly wallace with the kerry 
campaign kelly thanks another one of those numbers as kelly was just talking about 274 that of course the 
number of electoral votes now in president bush's column this morning let's go right to john king at the white 
house for the very latest from there john good morning good morning to you soledad because of that call 
from senator kerry president bush will now wait we are told by senior administration officials he was to issue 
a statement perhaps in the next hour or so he will now let senator kerry go forward with his speech in boston 
we are told then the president himself will make a speech to the american people and of course a global 


audience and that call took place a short time ago aides say senator kerry was quite gracious the bush inner 
circle was huddled in the oval office trying to debate what to do if senator kerry did not concede the election 
this morning they were prepared to go forward with a statement from the president saying that he believed 
there was no longer any doubt and that he had won a second term but now they will in fact wait let senator 
kerry go first president bush will speak sometime early this afternoon soledad we have heard that that 
senator kerry said that he felt the nation was too divided and that president bush concurred that what 
happens next i mean if both men agree to this what are the next steps toward healing what has been a very 
nasty campaign well president bush will say in his statement we are told he was prepared to do this even 
before the call that he believes it is now time for the country to come together one advantage the white 
house believes the president has is his victory in the popular vote and his majority in the popular vote they 
say that he can now Say that the country is more united than it was after the election four years ago when 
one when no candidate won a majority and he will commit to reaching out to democrats he will praise senator 
kerry for a hard for fought campaign and he will promise in a second term to reach out to democrats that will 
be one of the key questions looking forward some republicans are quite emboldened they gained seats in the 
senate they gained seats in the house they protected their congressional majority still a narrow majority but 
the republicans feel 
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narrow majority but the republicans feel quite emboldened by the results last night it will be up to this 
president if you will to try to tamper some of that republican optimism or certainly not have it turn into a push 
away to the democrats the president aides say understands that challenge he very much wants to reach out 
and we will hear that language from him today of course the challenge is turning that language into 
governing that challenge of course will come in january soledad yeah big challenge there john king for us at 
the white house john thank you very much 11 o'clock this morning we're finally getting word that senator john 
kerry conceding the election to president bush of course as we woke up this morning all eyes of the nation 
were on ohio no longer the case it is officially over at this point let's go right back to bill hammer in new york 
city bill soledad it is over george bush has won that second term and now we can take a step back and look 
at the results from yesterday with the u.s senate now going firmly in republican hands with about 55 for the 
republican column at this point the house is still firmly in republican hands and the white house remains there 
as well the question today why has this country gone so far in the conservative direction and carlos watson's 
back with us here this morning let's try and answer that question good morning to you good morning no one 
predicted this before the votes were cast yesterday why is it that we see this tilt toward the right across the 
country it's clear there are confluence of events not only on foreign policy and indeed national security issues 
but on cultural issues on values issues there seems to be a uh a clear push by the american people across a 
wide variety of states to the right and we see that again not only in congressional races but the presidential 
level as well the popular vote now again for the president almost 4 million votes who won that late last night 
uh when the votes were tabulated a three point 51 to 48 uh percentage point there why is it do you believe 
as you reflect now that john kerry's approach to a fresh start in iraq and a fresh start for america did not 
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and a fresh start for america did not work again i think uh on at least three levels you can fairly and and 
analytically critique it i think uh uh as a man if you will as the messenger i think john kerry had his own flaws 
he wasn't as easygoing and as empathetic maybe as a bill clinton as a candidate his message i think at 
times he wasn't as sharp particularly in his critique of barack and you heard the 87 billion quote over and 
over again throughout the campaign and last but not least i think the campaign itself remember that he 
changed leadership of his campaign at least three times over the course of the campaign i think that could 
have been an issue as well now 20 electoral votes in ohio firmly in george bush's column that puts him over 
the 270 mark 43rd president remains just there 43rd president the only other time we've seen a father-son 
combination both the father and the son were single-term presidents this this president george w bush 
breaks that spell and wins the second term in august john adams and john quincy adams early 1800s carlos 
thanks back to columbus and bill in fact ohio no longer the focus now as our story moves firmly to 


washington d.c and that's where we find john king who has more details on what has transpired over the last 
couple hours john king who has been chatting to discuss really what happened in that period of time when 
many republicans had come out and said that the election was over that it was all over and then in fact 
senator kerry taking his time to concede what many people thought what had already been written in stone 
overnight it was a numbers game at the end again let's go to john king at the white house john soledad they 
are as one senior they just put it whooping it up in the west wing the word spreading throughout the white 
house that senator kerry has called and conceded president bush we are told will now wait till three o'clock 
eastern time three o'clock here in washington he will deliver a statement declaring victory election aides 
throughout the west wing now preparing for that event but they also 
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preparing for that event but they also are celebrating there was a point last night when the early exit polls 
came in when they thought they were headed for a pretty resounding defeat here at the bush white house so 
a very celebratory atmosphere right now even though most aides didn't sleep at all some perhaps an hour or 
an hour and a half after staying up for the results the challenge now of course is to put this bitter campaign 
behind and govern aids say senator kerry was quite gracious in the phone call they say they received a 
heads up senior officials in the kerry campaign talking to senior officials in the bush campaign a bit earlier 
this morning to tell them to expect that call was coming from the massachusetts senator a hard-fought 
campaign not much likability between the two sides if you will all now saying it is time to move on that the 
president will praise his opponent in the campaign for a hard-fought contest and promise to reach out to 
democrats that of course will now be the challenge they will celebrate today but this is a president of course 
who is the commander-in-chief for a war in iraq there's a major offensive perhaps planned in fallujah a state 
of the union address and a second term agenda now to prepare at a time soledad when some republicans 
are quite happy because of their gains in the congress and this white house acknowledges a key challenge 
for this president will be reaching out to democrats he will do so by saying one of the most remarkable facets 
of this election is that he won the popular vote with a majority the first candidate for president to do that since 
his father back in 1988. soledad john john king at the white house for us john thanks for that update let's take 
a look at this scene in beacon hill in boston massachusetts this is senator john kerry's home we are of 
course watching this to see if indeed the senator comes out to make any remarks to some of the media that's 
assembled now outside of his home as we now hear word that senator kerry is conceding the election to 
president bush kelly wallace has been traveling with the kerry campaign a grueling schedule finally coming to 
an end this morning kelly that is for sure and obviously a lot of sadness on the part of the kerry campaign 
because soledad as you know we were reporting the campaign seemed increasingly confident yesterday 
especially as it looked at some of that exit polling and then as the returns came in last 
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and then as the returns came in last night that confidence turning to some concern i was talking to a senior 
carry advisor and asking what ultimately had the senator make the decision to concede this election of 
president bush this advisor saying that there was just not an easy route to get the votes we wanted to get in 
ohio but also the advisers saying we didn't want to contribute to further division in the country and that was 
clearly senator kerry's message to president bush we're told the two men spoke for under five minutes the 
call made shortly after 11 a.m it was described as courteous against senator kerry congratulating president 
bush but according to this adviser senator kerry pressing president bush to do something about how divided 
the country is and how important senator kerry feels it is to bring the country together we understand the 
senator is now working on this speech ask the message this advisor couldn't really go there yet saying the 
senator is working on it but you can bet we will hear from senator kerry along these lines about how he feels 
the country is divided and how he is hoping and he is going to be pressing president bush to do something 
about trying to bring the country together soledad all right kelly we should mention that we're expecting to 
hear from senator kerry around 1 p.m eastern time and from president bush we're expecting to hear from the 
president at 3 00 p.m eastern time let's head it back to new york city where we find bill hammer again hey bill 
all right soledad we continue to gather reaction and we will throughout the day here as uh the day grows 


older carlos watson still with me here and i'm just wondering for two competitive men like john kerry and 
george bush how difficult that phone call must have been for him to make today extraordinarily difficult not 
only because obviously a public servant who spent more than half his professional life in office or seeking 
office but because as a person this is someone who idolized jfk who believed deeply in the mission of 
running for the presidency probably has spent two-thirds of his life thinking about it in one form or another it's 
got to be very painful you heard 
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it's got to be very painful you heard john king say 51 of the popular vote hasn't been done since 1988 when 
his father did it beating michael dukakis some may argue that that now gives the current president bush a 
bigger mandate does it and if so how does he handle it oh unequivocally and and not only the win in terms of 
the popular vote but the wins that you see on on the congressional side let me hold you one second sorry in 
florida now jeb bush the governor and the brother of president bush has done this uh let's listen here and for 
that i appreciate her doing that because it allows us to move forward now and i congratulate both the 
president and the vice president as well as as senator-elect martinez with that glinda thank you thank you 
very much just a short statement uh he mentioned betty castro and mel martinez we heard last hour betty 
castro came out and conceded that race to the cuban-american mel martinez he wins a senate seat that's a 
pickup for the republicans again in the state of florida don't discount the popularity now for jeb bush in florida 
approval ratings right around 70 percent and all of it well a lot of it anyway coming from the hurricane 
coverage and the response that we saw going back to the month of august four hurricanes hitting that state 
over a period of about two months and jeb bush was on the front page of newspapers and in the headlines 
every single day floridians responded to his leadership and perhaps that popularity and that support that he 
has given his brother down there in florida uh reflected in the vote we saw yesterday when we get back to 
carlos didn't mean to interrupt you now but as you look ahead to another four years for george bush scan the 
landscape for us how does it appear to you well remember this was a very active president legislatively even 
without having won 50 percent uh and even when he at one point lost control of the senate when jim 
jefferson went to the other side now you've got to believe whether it comes to the supreme court whether it 
comes to making additional tax cuts whether it comes to extending some of his educational reform 
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extending some of his educational reform efforts to the college level that you will see a very active president 
both domestically and internationally back on the topic of florida george bush cleaned up down there and we 
saw these returns coming in right around 6 30 7 o'clock eastern time last night and george bush was 
increasing his voter turnout in just about every county that we located and the other factor in florida that you 
don't have in places like ohio and michigan the economy is pretty solid in florida it's actually shown a jobs 
gain over the past four years it has so the unemployment rate in florida 4.5 percent instead of 5.4 nationally 
fairly significant job growth for something like 18 months in a row which was also fairly significant and so the 
economy wasn't as big an issue and as you said they did an incredible job of increasing turnout they 
ultimately won by five percentage points when a lot of people thought it best one person or the other might 
have won by one percent or two percent uh the last thing i'll say is that they took very different approach to 
voter turnout uh you saw the republicans very centralized very coordinated they had captains down to a 
precinct level whereas democrats were relying on outside groups these so-called independent 527 groups to 
do a lot of the phone calling and door knocking that clearly didn't work as well as the centralized coordinated 
republican republicans said volunteers mostly and democrats that hired folks there from outside groups 
you're right carlos thanks talk again in a moment you bet all right back to columbus now here soledad all 
right bill thanks a reminder again we're expecting to hear from senator kerry at one o'clock eastern time he'll 
be addressing folks from faneuil hall also president bush will be then talking uh to media and the nation at 3 
pm eastern time he'll be coming to us from the reagan building in washington d.c we're going to bring those 
addresses to you a big question now of course what can we expect over the next four years one man who is 
very familiar with the president's style of governing is wayne slater he's watched bush from his perch at the 
dallas morning news he is a political reporter there 
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news he is a political reporter there nice to see you where is any surprise that this concession came a little 
bit i mean it was pretty clear to me last night as i looked at the numbers here at the state house at about one 
and two o'clock there was no way that kerry could win it looked like it was over it was only a question of how 
much litigation was going to happen interestingly we talked a lot about the numbers of attorneys being 
dispatched to i think there was a line that said they could get to any state within a number of hours uh 10 000 
attorneys in the air as the election was going on in the end really we heard very little about any legal 
challenges it came down to a numbers game it did really it was a function of political calculus no 
skullduggery no crooks no steal stolen ballots it's a function of who had the votes what was the margin that 
would make up those votes in the end john kerry said i can't do it at the same time many myths were 
exploded because there was a sense certainly the conventional wisdom was that the more turnout the better 
it is for the democrats big turnout not true no and i think the reason for that is because there was a 
compelling message independent of that the compelling message was the war people were worried about 
the war people were fitful people didn't know how they wanted to deal with it some wanted kerry to make a 
change some wanted the bush to stay on in the end that drove turnout despite negative campaigning and 
enormous turnout there is a sense as we heard that senator kerry and his phone call to president bush were 
told conciliatory said he's concerned about the divisiveness in the nation and wants to move forward from 
there president bush apparently saying that he understands that is taking that to heart realistically speaking 
outside of the political spin how is that going to change i mean a margin in the senate with the republicans on 
the margin in the house you betcha that's exactly where we are we may be a divided country but we're a one 
party government right now george bush has a two choices one is in his second term especially the first two 
years which are the period before a president becomes a lame duck do you bring the country together do 
you reach out do you become really the george bush we saw in texas working with democrats 
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we saw in texas working with democrats being conciliatory being compromising some people say a friend of 
mine an old bush advisor back in texas the other day said this is one for the history books bush can do that 
on the other side look who brought bush to the dance evangelical christians people who like his position on 
taxes constituencies that bush will have to deliver for that militates against conciliation we may very well see 
a continuation of a very hard edged very strong republican conservative agenda and in this case with even a 
stronger congress backing them and as a strong popular vote i mean if you're ever going to have the support 
of the nation or feel like you have the mantle of the support of the nation now is the time certainly for 
president you know the funny thing i talked to george bush after 2000 and one of the things that was very 
clear was not that he had equaled the father by winning the presidency but he knew at that time in order to 
redeem the father's defeat and that really was always in his heart redeeming the father's defeat he had to 
win re-election today he did and he did not only with the electoral vote which will likely will happen now but 
also with the popular vote he is clearly the president might be looking though toward the history pages as 
you say wayne slater from the dallas morning news nice to see you thanks for coming to talk to us we 
certainly appreciate it let's head it back to bill in new york city bill all right about half past the hour here in new 
york resetting for you in case you're just joining us we know now it took a little more time but it is over cnn 
confirming that senator john kerry has phoned president bush about 30 minutes ago conceding defeat in this 
year's presidential campaign george bush has won re-election four more years the call said to have been 
cordial and gracious senator kerry now scheduled to make a speech in about 90 minutes from now in boston 
that's one o'clock eastern time president bush now on the schedule to make his speech an acceptance 
speech later in the afternoon perhaps around three o'clock eastern time is the word we're getting from our 
folks at the white house all this coming now after a very long night of looking at voting numbers from ohio 20 
electoral votes in the buckeye state 
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20 electoral votes in the buckeye state neither candidate can nail down the victory without winning ohio kerry 
is now conceding that state after the vote is in nationwide president bush has more than 58 million votes john 
kerry about three and a half million votes behind him that's a difference of about three percentage points 
we're going to get to ron brown scene of the la times in a moment how he sees the next four years for this 
president first one to go back up to boston and kelly wallace kelly i understand you have a new details as 
well what do you have there that's right bill you know obviously a tough morning for this campaign and a lot 
of work was going on behind the scenes just talked to another top advisor who said that really the campaign 
felt it owed it to senator kerry's supporters all the people who voted for senator kerry to look and to make 
sure and that ultimately this advisor saying they looked at the vote in ohio and that they concluded that 
senator kerry just coming up just about a hundred thousand votes short for victory in ohio that there just was 
no way to make up those votes without what this advisor called an exhaustive fight and that something would 
have further divided this country i asked the adviser senator kerry's mood this advisor saying he's obviously 
disappointed but he feels very confident he ran a very very good and strong campaign he will talk about the 
campaign that he did run he will also talk again about the message we know he conveyed to president bush 
in this very brief phone call under five minutes described as courteous he congratulated president bush but 
we are told he very much pressed president bush saying that the country is divided and this advisor i just 
spoke with said that the two men talked about working together to try and bring the country together we 
understand of course senator kerry working on this speech we asked who he is spending time with we 
believe he has spent some time with senator ted kennedy of course the senior senator from massachusetts 
his family his daughters his wife theresa campaign aides will all be on hand when he goes before 
massachusetts and the nation and the world really to concede again this uh 
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world really to concede again this uh election of president bush and to speak at 1 pm at faneuil hall bill 
beckham kelly we're watching a a video signal here a live picture outside the home in beacon hill of senator 
kerry where we believe tonight at this point and will make his exit sometime in the next hour or so to make 
that speech in faneuil hall in the heart of boston massachusetts kelly when you talk to aides privately do they 
concede anything in terms of mistakes along the way or things they would rather second guess and would 
have done again had they been given a second chance on the trail yeah i think about it bill you know they're 
just not there yet they spent the morning a first seeing if the numbers would work for them if they could make 
a compelling case to keep the vote count going uh what their strategy would be they were looking at that 
memories of 2000 obviously very much looking at what their options should be in 2004 and again whether 
they thought the numbers would ultimately come out where they could turn ohio around so they're not really 
looking there yet but i can tell you they were very confident bill they were feeling that number one they felt 
that the senator's message was getting through they felt that the numbers were on their side that they had 
identified the voters they needed in these key battleground states that they had the mobilization effort to turn 
out those votes they saw an incredibly high turnout in key battleground states yesterday and as we all know 
they also knew about exit polling which our news organization knew of as well which seemed to show 
senator kerry with leading and obviously many of the key battleground states they were very disappointed to 
see what happened as the evening wore on there will be a lot of soul searching about what happened but 
right now they are feeling very good about the campaign they did run and obviously a lot of gratitude going to 
senator kerry senator kerry to convey that to his advisor to work with him for two years and obviously a 
disappointing end to his quest for the presidency phil kelly thanks for that stand by there in boston again 90 
minutes away from that speech as we have been reporting now for months so many times we have talked 
about the battleground state of ohio no republican has ever won 
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state of ohio no republican has ever won the white house without first winning in the state of ohio it's almost 
become a trite statement around here because we have said it time and time again but again this year in 
2004 that statement proves true george bush wins ohio it puts him over that 270 mark and he wins a second 
term to stay in the white house for four more years more analysis from l.a ron brownstein is with us cnn 


analysts l.a times colin miss ron good morning to you out there on the west coast i'm curious to know uh no 
one predicted the results in republican favor that we're seeing now in the senate and the house and again 
the white house and the margin of victory too with 58 million americans voting for george bush in a second 
term if you put all this together what does it tell you about the reflections on the race we're now watching well 
i think by and large republicans are consolidating their hold on red america you see in the senate six senate 
seats that were democratic held in bush states are likely to move to republican hands only one likely to move 
back the other way the president showing enormous strength in consolidating the republican base 
everywhere in the country making some inroads in swing constituencies like latinos doing better with married 
women especially but interestingly bill losing independence according to your exit poll and the la times exit 
poll the first president to win while losing independence in 76 as always the key to this president's strength is 
not so much converting swing voters as getting even stronger with republican lending constituencies and as 
wayne slater i think pointed out with soledad as you look at the makeup of this congress the challenge for the 
president and the opportunity for the president is they have unified control the challenge is uh can they build 
an agenda that reaches out to those they didn't get this time while holding that very strong support very very 
strong support that simply overwhelmed john kerry in those two key states ohio and florida i want to talk 
about that agenda in a moment here looking forward to for the next four years as well but go back 10 
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next four years as well but go back 10 years in 1994 what many consider the republican revolution many 
consider the past 10 years to be a shift into the conservative direction in this country and many will consider 
too a period at the end of the sentence being put on after this election if that is the case what explains why 
the country has gone in that direction well i mean there are probably a couple reasons first i think first clearly 
is the continued movement of our politics toward one base more on cultural values than economic interest 
the republicans are consolidating all of culturally conservative america you look at your exit polls and the 
results by county whether it's the panhandle in florida or southern ohio george bush significantly expanded 
on his margins and culturally conservative parts of the country he did very well with voters who attend church 
regularly gun owners he won about 60 percent he won married voters secondly and i think relevantly to this 
election uh national security may put a thumb on the scales for republicans traditionally they're thought of as 
stronger on that the war in iraq has functioned as something like a social issue bill politically it divides the 
country along the lines more as i said of values more of culture than class george bush lost voters who have 
a college degree or more according to the exit poll very unusual for a republican he did even better than he 
did last time among non-college voters who tend to be a little more hawkish on national security issues so all 
of these things point us in that direction and democrats face the possibility that even though you know they're 
looking at a margin in the electoral college it's still very narrow by historic standards they're just on the short 
side of this and can't get over the top i mean ohio just looks like heartbreak hill for john kerry if you go back 
four years when he came out of crawford texas george bush uh compassionate conservative that was that 
was the mantra that he carried all the way to the white house does he get back to that theme now in the 
second term i don't know i mean again i agree with wayne i i covered george bush a lot as governor of texas 
he was very different as president than his governor as governor who's much more of a conciliator as 
president he's been much more about drawing bright lines uh in the country and indeed in the world and 
trying to move the whole 
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world and trying to move the whole debate in his direction he put out an agenda that has some opportunities 
for bipartisan cooperation perhaps on tax credits for the uninsured but has a lot of things he wants to do that 
are going to draw very stark lines with democrats and we'll have to see whether he plays it differently i mean 
the fact is that he uh achieved something which is quite remarkable matthew dowd and karl rove had a goal 
of having republicans equal democrats and turnout that hasn't happened in the last two elections apparently 
it did this time so a lot of what he does motivates his base it's not clear that he's going to move to a strategy 
that would risk that there are two big issues out there ron ron brown saying thanks from the la times two big 
issues out there one is the economy the other is iraq the economy showing signs of improvement we've seen 


that pattern now for several months if that continues a very good sign going into the second term however 
the issue of iraq is another issue that this president has to deal with not only here at home but on the world 
stage many people consider and we mention this this assault on fallujah that may or may not happen in the 
coming days or weeks it will be a significant issue going in to january on come inauguration day on the 20th 
of that month back to columbus ohio now and again with soledad and bill you know it three o'clock eastern 
time we're expecting to hear from president bush now that we are hearing that john kerry is considering 
defeat to the president the president now will see a second term in office john king is at the white house for 
us this morning john good morning to you again good morning to you soledad they are working now on the 
remarks the president will deliver later this afternoon again three o'clock eastern time in washington they will 
let senator kerry go first in boston aides say it is a celebratory message also a conciliatory message in which 
the president will reach out and promise to work with democrats and say he wants to unite the country now 
they believe he has a powerful mechanism to at least start that process and that is his majority in the popular 
vote they are working on that we are told the president will touch on a second term agenda mainly trying to 
close the door on this election and look forward optimistically but he will have some opportunities in the test if 
you will of how he will reach out to democrats early in the second term the president 
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early in the second term the president needs to send up a new budget he needs to obviously get more 
financing for iraq and afghanistan and he promised in the campaign to have a bipartisan commission to deal 
with social security reform so there will be opportunities here at home this is one thing republicans are saying 
is last night as the results came in many analysts on our network and others were saying the high turnout 
seemed to favor senator kerry the republicans are saying wrong that that was a lesson they learned in 2000 
when the democrats did beat them in the turnout operation and for the many republicans and many 
democrats who have demonized this president's top political advisor karl rove this is not just a victory for 
president bush it is a victory for the strategy put in place by karl rove so an interesting challenge for the 
president today on the home front and soledad this election was watched around the world much made by 
senator kerry of his view that president bush had alienated many allies around the world just two weeks from 
now the president travels to the annual asia pacific economic summit so we will test the reaction here at 
home today and this president with key decisions coming in iraq and then a key moment on the world stage 
just two weeks down the road we will see very quickly as well how the international community reacts to this 
election victory for president bush as well you know john you talk about opportunities for the president to 
embrace the democrats but of course the question is really will he have to because while there are 
opportunities with wins in the house and the senate putting republicans on top that may not be such a front 
burner issue the embracing of the democrats for the president right well there are a number of people who 
will face challenges in the new washington it begins today it begins really on january 20th when the president 
is sworn in for a second term the new congress comes into washington the democrats in the senate have to 
elect a new leader their leader tom daschle lost his seat in south dakota last night the democrats will have to 
decide whether they want to be confrontational with this president from the outset in the second term or 
whether they want to try to cooperate at least for the early time of a second term the bush white house would 
argue the democrats opposed this president reflexively at their peril because he did win a majority and he 
didn't wick up pick up seats in congress so they believe they have the case to make that this president has a 
mandate 
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this president has a mandate they also understand at least they say here at the white house they need to be 
careful with that mandate will the president lean on republicans on capitol hill to be more open to letting 
democrats have more say in the process that is a key question for this president will the partisan bickering 
that we have seen really since the clinton administration turned the volume down well the volume of that 
bickering turned out a little bit that is a question soledad that i think most today will commit to turning the 
volume down we won't see in practice to whether it actually goes down until january as you probably know 
better than anybody committing to it and actually doing our two very different things john king at the white 


house for us john thanks let's throw it back to bill in new york city bill soledad throughout this entire campaign 
one thing democrats consistently harped on is that they believe that john kerry would go to the white house 
that he would help improve u.s relations for allies in europe and allies around the world for that matter put 
that question out of the carlos watson our political analyst back with us here and how does george bush do it 
or is the vote from yesterday a different suggestion for the american people about that approach it's a 
powerful signal uh this vote and the vote not only for the presidency but for the congress is a powerful signal 
not only domestically but internationally it made a big statement to those in europe what don rumsfeld called 
old europe as well as new europe and it essentially validated george bush's position which is that we will 
take on allies but frankly will largely take on allies on our own terms and i think that there will be some very 
interesting conversations in the weeks and months ahead not only on the question of afghanistan and iraq 
but more broadly on questions like north korea and sudan and the war on terror back domestically again 
voter turnout was supposed to favor john kerry and we saw these lines in southern florida for hours and 
hours upon weeks after weeks for democrats largely lining up to sign up for vote why did that vote not 
translate when all the trends say higher turnout favors the democrats because conventional wisdom is so 
often wrong i think the cultural issues were 
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wrong i think the cultural issues were that powerful whether it was same-sex marriage uh whether it was 
stem cell uh research whether it was a partial birth uh whether it was gun and gun rights and i think you see 
that not only in the red states but i think you see that more broadly in the exit polls you heard ron brown 
seeing talk earlier about the big divide strong majority of gun owners a strong majority of those who attend 
church on a weekly basis voting for the president and turning up to vote do you see cabinet members leaving 
in a second term and if so who would you name well we've already heard a tale that a number of people are 
looking which is very natural after four years to move on you've heard that secretary powell might be ready to 
exit the stage you've heard that tom ridge might be ready to move on and there frankly may be others who've 
put in a strong four years but maybe ready to do something else and and make no mistake about it there are 
a number of other people who now may be called upon whether they're sitting senators whether they're 
former republican officials like rudy giuliani who played a key role in the campaign a lot of people will be 
considered for some of them giuliani today says forget about it not me but we will see yeah right i want to 
bring ron brownstein back into our conversation ron how different will this cabinet look in a second term do 
you believe well historically uh they have tended to look different bill clinton had a little more continuity than 
usual certainly you would think that some of the key players in national security i think donald rumsfeld most 
people are expecting him to stick around colin powell most people are expecting him to leave you could 
expect a lot of change on the domestic side a lot of it really depends bill on what president bush wants to do 
how aggressively for example he wants to move on some of the areas that he laid out social security reform 
will there be is there the money to fund the transit to transit visual accounts that he wants does he really want 
to make a deal with the congress on health care and that i think i think those determinations will policy will 
drive personnel to some extent depending on what he wants to do and also run quickly the same question to 
carlos about international cooperation getting back together with allies working with france and germany and 
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working with france and germany and russia etc how do you see the president embracing that idea in a 
second term or not well i agree that he's in a stronger position he's a re-elected president i think many of the 
european allies uh uh were waiting to see if the american public would endorse president bush's approach i 
don't think anybody on either side of the atlantic wants the high level of confrontation that we saw over iraq 
but i also agree that president bush puts a higher priority on what he feels is action in the interest of the 
united states even if it's unilateral and i don't think we're going to see that enormously change in a second 
term ron thanks ron brownstein out in la stand by out there okay we'll pick your brain again as we go 
throughout the afternoon here carlos you're not going anywhere either okay staying right here let's get a 
timeout here break in a moment here we expect senator karen about an hour and ten minutes from now in 
boston massachusetts the president will speak later today about three o'clock eastern time by our count 


that's about three hours and 15 minutes away back in a moment here the presidency has been decided in 
campaign 2004. [Music] cnn tonight president bush wins welcome back you know it started off this morning 
with an eyes on the nation watching ohio and its 20 electoral votes now it is over as the victory goes to 
president bush with john kerry conceding victory not very long ago this morning we're chatting with senator 
mike dewine he is a republican senator here in ohio nice to see you good to be here you spent a lot of time 
with president bush 33 trips the president made to the state of ohio in the end it was a smart strategy it was 
uh you know and i did my wife fran i did spend a lot of time with the president riding on the bus and on the 
plane you know no president in the history of this country has ever spent as much time campaigning in ohio 
as president george bush and it did pay off at the end what do you think it came down to i think that the 
undecided voters the voters that couldn't quite make up their mind decided that i may not agree with this man 
on every issue but i can trust him uh when he says something he means it 
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something he means it he's a straightforward guy i had a lot of people tell me that i think also uh from a 
tactical point of view it was the ground game as they say uh the bush team put people in place here 
volunteers and put an organization together a year out it just kept growing as i traveled around the state i 
never saw so many volunteers and the interesting thing was these were not the quote traditional republican 
volunteers i saw whole families volunteer but the conventional wisdom was that the more the stronger the 
ground game the more that would go to the the democrats just didn't sheer numbers really helped them 
democrats did a good job uh what republicans had i think was just a different type volunteer and i really want 
to stress this because i was so struck by it and i wasn't really a maybe a believer at the beginning but you go 
you would go into phone banks and you would walk in and you would see a mother and a father and we saw 
a couple nights ago before the election one family with eight kids in there all these kids were making phone 
calls i mean just it was but it was phenomenal i mean uh families involved in this i've never seen before 10 
years ago if you'd walked into a phone bank you would have seen kind of traditional middle-aged republicans 
making a few phone calls not that fervor that you saw in this campaign so you're saying that the president 
then was really able to motivate the base uh some people have said it yeah but you say the base and that's 
sort of i don't know what that means and with all due respect you know you have to get beyond that term and 
say what does that mean it means not conventional republicans it means people who've never been involved 
in politics in their life before who say mike i've never done this in my life before i believe in what he believes 
how much of a role how much of a role do you think issues um of faith and and social issues played and 
values issues i think it played a big role i think people saw george bush and they said i 
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people saw george bush and they said i believe in what this man believes in and people would come up to 
me and say look i i want him making the next supreme court appointments i don't want john kerry yeah it 
played it played a big role they identified with him as far as issues like partial birth abortion i mean that cut 
really heavily in ohio you know 85 percent of the people in ohio think partial birth abortion is wrong john kerry 
was on the wrong side of the issue senator dewine nice to see you thanks for talking with us as uh as finally 
the eyes of the nation are off of ohio now you know okay it must be nice to have a resolved at this point nice 
to see you thanks let's go back to bill in new york bill all right soledad the final campaign stop for george 
bush in campaign 2004 happened right there in that city columbus ohio on his way from crawford texas after 
voting yesterday morning back to the white house to await results last night columbus ohio is the state that 
gives the president a second term alan likman's a professor at american university my final guest today live 
in d.c save the best for last don't we always thanks bill nice to see you alan good morning to you 537 votes 
was the margin of difference from four years ago now you've got 51 percent of the vote 58 million votes the 
largest cast ever at this point does that change the legacy does it change the mandate for this president 
coming into a second term it changes all kinds of things bill in very fundamental ways first of all this is a 
ratification of the conservative wave that began with ronald reagan in 1980 dipped with george h.w bush who 
was pretty moderate and obviously with bill clinton this is clearly a ratification of the conservative approach 


secondly it should be a loud ringing wake-up call for the democratic party there is a pretty crystal clear vision 
out there on the part of the republicans the democratic vision right now is as clear as mud they need the 
wizard of oz solution they need a heart to have the courage to truly 
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a heart to have the courage to truly stand for something and they need a head to figure out exactly what this 
democratic party stands for and what they're going to represent to the american people it is a pretty safe bet 
alan that over the next week or even the next month and beyond that there will be headlines and articles 
written uh questioning whether or not liberalism is dead or alive in the u.s today how do you answer that to 
the outset now well it's not clear to me that john kerry ran as a liberal you know he like michael dukakis 
before him he made i think a mistake of running away from the liberal legacy instead of redefining it and 
updating it to the challenges of the 21st century liberalism is not dead but liberalism is still stuck in the era of 
lyndon johnson and franklin roosevelt and needs to be rethought and freshly presented who is going to be 
the moses of the democratic party to give them the new tablets as you enter a new term now with president 
bush 55 republican senators a clear majority in the house how does that change the way he governs and 
how critical is it for him to reach across the aisle and pull democrats into what he's doing in the white house i 
think it still remains absolutely critical you know the democrats can still block legislation in the senate the 
country is very much hungering for a bipartisan approach you know he's got a raft of big problems they'll 
have that half a trillion dollar budget deficit iraq is by no means solved environmental problems are upon us 
and they weren't even discussed during the campaign he's not going to do it with republicans alone he said 
he was a uniter he didn't prove it in the first term the onus is upon him to do it you don't see the second term 
being an easy ride though do you i i mean with the issue of a rock front and center again that's not going 
away it is not an easy ride it's not an easy ride in terms of getting the economy really booming again in terms 
of creating jobs it's not an easy ride in terms of balancing jobs and severe immediate environmental issues 
dependence on foreign oil and iraq is still an 
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foreign oil and iraq is still an intractable problem and the war on terror is by no means over and you know my 
generation is retiring soon and we still have looming problems in medicare and social security it's you know 
he may find himself saying with the duke of wellington there is nothing half so melancholy as a battle lost 
save perhaps for a battle won because there are daunting challenges in the second term and second terms 
have often been rocky for presidents we'll leave it there and thanks for the pros on a final note okay alan 
lichtman down there in d.c inauguration day scheduled now on the calendar january 20th some 70 some odd 
days from now and we now have a president yet again george bush wins a second term soledad and did it 
resounding fashion yesterday last night and as we see today the results are in and final good job out there in 
columbus and great hustle thank you very much you know this is where it started this morning with 
everybody watching this state and more importantly its 20 electoral votes but in the end it went to president 
bush as you say winning a decisive victory not only in electoral votes but also in the popular vote as well 
today as we hear the analysts are looking backwards where did the democrats falter what went wrong but 
the white house they're looking forward and of course that is going to be where they head over the next four 
years what happens then a reminder we're going to be hearing from senator kerry who has now conceded 
victory in this race 1pm eastern time from faneuil hall in boston and president bush will make remarks at 3 
pm eastern time at the reagan building reagan center in washington d.c let's throw it back to bill in new york 
city bill get on back here see you tomorrow morning okay soledad that concludes our coverage now it 
continues though all day long here on cnn as our coverage continues live from the cnn center have a great 
day everybody we'll see you again tomorrow and hello everyone i'm tony harris it is over president bush wins 
re-election you bet 
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president bush wins re-election you bet i'm carol lynn his democratic challenger john kerry called him just 
minutes ago to congratulate him and to concede so let's check in with both sides right now we want to go to 
the white house to get some reaction suzanne malveaux standing by there uh after weeks on the campaign 
trail suzanne what is the reaction by the president well carol we just got a briefing from scott mcclellan official 
briefing a tick-tock of the president's evening and overnight into the victory and of course that conceding a 
telephone call by kerry just want to give you a couple of the highlights here we're told that between 3 30 and 
4 in the morning prime minister tony blair called the president to ask him about the update of the election we 
are told that the decision of course for the president uh to wait on his speech his acceptance speech came 
just before five o'clock that is when the president we're told went to bed he slept for two hours till about 
seven he reported to the oval office about eight o'clock that's when we're told that he had his usual briefings 
his fbi and intelligence briefings he also made some congratulatory phone calls we're told to those 
republicans who did so well in the congressional races among them john thune the wit demint rather there 
were several others richard burr mel martinez he said and i'm quoting here now is the time to get it done that 
is referring to his agenda following that was about 10 o'clock we're told when karl rove returned to the oval 
office to join the president his chief political strategist he went to bed about five o'clock or so he met with his 
senior staff and then it was at 11 02. that is when the president's assistant told him that there was a call from 
kerry the president took the call we are told behind his desk at the oval office it lasted for about three or four 
minutes a couple things the president said during that call i am quoting here he said i think you were an 
admirable worthy opponent you waged one tough campaign he also went on to say i hope you are proud of 
the effort you put in you should be then he turned to his aides after that phone call said that 
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aides after that phone call said that kerry was very gracious during that call he hugged his senior staff in the 
oval office and then from there we are told that he went down to the to the residence after meeting with the 
vice president down to the residence where he met with the first lady now we're told about three o'clock is 
when he's going to address the american people that is going to be at the ronald reagan building just a 
couple of highlights about that speech we're told that he is going to talk about how he is humbled by the 
outpouring support for his candidacy that it was a record turnout we are also told as well that he is going to 
use this as an opportunity to try to bring the nation together that is something that he is going to make a 
priority as what his administration is saying and then finally of course we asked him whether or not he felt 
because it was such a bitter contest with kerry whether or not he would be able to work with him again in the 
senate and as well as the other republicans the democrats the kind of mood that this country is in now he 
says of course he would be able to he said he understood why kerry wanted to wait to delay in giving that 
concession speech he said he simply understood the position that he was in and that he understood what 
kerry was going through at the time he said that he wants to be able to work with kerry and he was asked if 
there was a point at any point where he thought he was going to lose he said no he didn't think so but they 
were very much aware of the same exit polls that many people were talking about prior that they were 
waiting for those results very eager to get those results but that ultimately in the end the president felt good 
he felt confident that this was all going to work out well it was a nail-biter for most of us throughout the night 
suzanne has the president or his staff indicated what if any staff changes there are going to be in this second 
administration much too soon there has been an awful lot of speculation about that as you can imagine carol 
anywhere from six months to about a year ago there's been a lot of talk about that but right now they say 
today is not the day or the time to even 
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today is not the day or the time to even speculate about that they are very pleased that he is just going to be 
moving forward with the second term they are very eager they say the president wants to move forward with 
his agenda and of course he also wants to make it a priority as well as senator kerry bringing this country 
together they feel that that is something that is very important and they are very proud by the way the fact 
that they got the the popular vote the majority of the popular vote that 51 to 48 they believe that that is part of 
the reason why they can bring democrats and republicans and those across the aisle together after this 


election is over all right suzanne at the white house thank you very much and now to the other side of the 
story our national correspondent kelly wallace is in boston where senator kerry is preparing to speak to 
supporters hello kelly hello tony he will go before supporters an hour from now one o'clock at faneuil hall 
here in boston obviously a very difficult day for the senator for his family and his campaign team asked his 
mood a top adviser saying he's obviously disappointed but he feels very confident about the campaign that 
he ran we know that he made a phone call to president bush a little bit after 11 a.m we're told that call was 
just under five minutes described as courteous senator kerry congratulating president bush we're told mr 
bush calling him an honorable and worthy opponent but then according to kerry advisers the senator really 
impressed president bush saying that this nation is divided and that he needs to do something to bring the 
country together that they need to work together to do that we're told they agreed that they would work on 
that together and that is likely to be a message coming from senator kerry in his speech later how we got to 
this point advisers saying that they woke up and obviously wanted to look at the numbers they felt that they 
owed it to senator kerry's supporters to all the people who voted for him on election day to just look at the 
numbers in ohio and ultimately they just felt they were coming about a hundred thousand votes short of 
victory in the buckeye state 
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buckeye state they felt that they just couldn't get the votes they needed without what they call an exhaustive 
battle that would really further divide this country so senator kerry now at his home here in boston he's 
working we understand on the remarks he will deliver he is with his family wife teresa his children we 
understand he spent time talking today to senator ted kennedy the senior senator from massachusetts who 
has been a very strong supporter of senator kerry's candidacy and tony we really can't underestimate the 
range of emotions being felt by senator kerry's campaign team because they were feeling very confident 
going into election day they felt that the senator's message resonating in battleground states including ohio 
they felt that the numbers were on their side that they had identified the voters needed to win in the key 
battleground states and they felt that they had the turnout to deliver that vote and then they were feeling 
more and more confident as they were looking at that exit polling that news organizations including ours 
looking at as well where they felt that senator kerry would be pulling out a victory obviously the numbers 
changing going into election night and the senator deciding to concede this election to president bush after a 
nearly two-year quest for the presidency tony kelley let me ask you a quick question you've crisscrossed the 
country with this candidate give me a sense of the transition to the concession speech today what kind of a 
tone do you think are you expecting him to strike well i think getting a sense from the message and the 
conversation that senator kerry and president bush had according to kerry advisors we're looking to hearaa 
message of bringing the country together very clear during a costly and contentious campaign of of how 
divided this country can be both on the left and on the right so a sense is that one of his messages will be of 
what both sides can do to reach across the aisle to reach out to each other to bring this country together 
obviously you will hear him paying enormous gratitude 
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gratitude to his supporters to his campaign aides to all the people he met along the trail this will have to be i 
i'm sure the most difficult speech really of his political life obviously very difficult indeed he wants to strike the 
right note congratulating president bush pledging to work with him together and again trying to get that 
message out that the nation after this bitterly fought contest wants to work together and move forward from 
here striking the right tone kelly wallace thank you i appreciate it well john kerry's concession ends a bitter 
and hard-fought campaign that's right it's a good time to get some perspective because we have a lot of 
questions so we're going to bring in michael weiskopf senior correspondent for time magazine and from los 
angeles cnn political analyst ron brownstein also with the los angeles times good to have both of you ron let 
me begin with you long lines forming at the polls record numbers of people registering to vote the democrats 
were sure that this was going to go in their favor what happened at the polls well you know actually carol is 
very similar to what happened in 2002 president bush demonstrated in that midterm election that he was 
able to translate his enormous approval rating among republicans into republicans and conservative 


independents getting off the couch and going out to vote and if you look at what happened in this electorate 
they significantly increased their margins in republican-leaning areas they moved some swing areas not all of 
them some of them slightly in their direction but overall according to the exit poll at least republicans equal 
democrats as a share of the electorate which is very very unusual in a presidential race and president bush 
had less defection among republicans than john kerry had among democrats and that essentially got him 
over the top michael let me ask you how do you believe john kerry has handled this whole concession of 
ohio and the concession of the election well our system is blessed with good losers and i would expect to 
see the same in kerry and he'll of course strike a conciliatory note and ask for healing of the divisions of 
course it's much easier uh for a loser to call for that than the 
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for a loser to call for that than the winner and and even harder for the winner to actually put it into practice 
michael um also i mean put the winner putting it into practice four years ago president bush said that he 
wanted to change the tone in washington he then became perhaps the most polarizing president since 
richard nixon second terms first terms may be about change and taking chances second terms are about 
legacy how do you see his second term evolving and and how will he if he does go about bringing the 
country together well this is a president who feels so sure of his position there's a certain moral absolutism 
and believes that uh pursuing his interests in this case will in the end unite the nation and that's very different 
of course than accommodating uh the interests and agenda of the other side now we'll have some decisions 
right off the bat if chief justice rehnquist's illness for instance is more serious than we were first led to believe 
he may have a critical supreme court appointment coming up that will be the first test ron let me ask you let's 
go back to ohio for just a second do you expect now with this concession that the provisional ballots will be 
counted it seems like it would still be a very good gesture particularly for those new voters who are getting 
into the process for the first time sure i do think they will count them there's really no reason not to count 
them you'll everybody should have their ballot counted and also we should know exactly what happened in 
ohio which really turns out to have been a heartbreak hill for you Know john kerry they had to win ohio or 
florida to be able to get to 270. i mean the reality was and i think this is something democrats are going to 
have to think about after this election apart from florida they did not contest a single southern state and that 
left them with relatively few avenues to reach 270. ultimately they had to peel away one of those two big 
battlegrounds they fell well short in florida and just short in ohio all right so it do you see then ron that the 
president going into a second term has a clear mandate for his agenda i mean 


01:52:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUyUkIDres&t=6720s 





mean the country has sent a message they've re-elected president bush both the house and the senate are 
likely to have republican majorities how does that shape up for you well we do have this striking situation 
where we we still have a narrowly divided country we're only going to have as many as three and possibly 
fewer states change hands from 2000 uh president bush probably somewhere in the neighborhood of 286 
electoral college votes at best and yet you have this unified republican control uh carol they're rationalizing in 
effect their control of the red states they're moving more in their direction and congress at well as well that 
gives them a free hand largely to do what they want although they saw the 60 vote hurdle on filibuster the 
senate the question is how does he balance that ability against the continued need to expand in some of 
those areas that resisted him last time he still lost almost all of the blue states as you know in all of the big 
blue states and lost according to your exit poll among independents so if he wants to reach out to some 
extent that may be in tension with the with the um desires of that republican base that has now given such a 
strong hand but as much ron as much as the the country has been divided i mean many people actually say 
that people went to the polls not only to vote for president but to vote for or against stem cell research to vote 
for or against the idea that the supreme court would be changing and so might roe v wade so social issues 
moral issues dominated when it came to that person walking into that ballot box and punching for the vote 
yeah and in fact uh look we are dividing over the last generation and this this election moves us even further 
in that direction we are dividing more along lines of values and interests more along class uh less along class 
more along cultural attitudes and you do see that and right now especially when you look at the at the senate 


where you have those 30 red states from the last time now potentially two more there's an enormous 
advantage carol the democrats are running in a lot of culturally conservative parts of the country and they're 
having trouble holding those seats they lost five southern senate seats after failing to pick up any of four 
open republican senate seats in 2002 


01:54:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUyUkIDres&t=6841s 





open republican senate seats in 2002 that kind of dominance both in the presidential and the congressional 
um marketplace in effect of this of the republicans in the south make it very tough for the democrats to make 
it up elsewhere right with john edwards not actually having made much of a difference in that factor so 
michael if you're a democrat a part of the leadership in the democratic party today and you wake up when 
you clearly seem to be on the wrong side of this divide in the country what are you thinking what do you do 
well you can wait it out there's some clear shifts going on in this country uh there are new uh groups of haves 
and haves nots developing you along the lines of education communities which are affected differently by 
trade also of course national security issues obviously the coasts are more vulnerable to terrorist attacks in 
the middle of the country as we now know it up and you might just wait it out after all it's easy to overlook 
here that john kerry came pretty darn close to uh to upsetting a sitting president that doesn't happen very 
often okay we're going to wrap it for just a moment and guys we're going to ask you to stick around because 
there's more to talk about particularly the congressional races and the balance of power in congress you bet 
um also we want to talk about exactly what happened in that pivotal state of ohio with 20 electoral votes at 
stake cnn's joe johns is standing by there joe president uh bush led there by more than 136 000 votes at first 
the kerry campaign said it would count every vote to the end and clearly the campaign did not see the math 
there well the final result from tuesday's vote 5149 for president bush the buckeye state promised again and 
again of course that it would not become another florida it has apparently kept its promise but it was not 
without a lot of aggravation a lot of heavy lifting here there were of course a huge number of new voters 
registered all across the state north south east and west huge turnout at the polls long lines 
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huge turnout at the polls long lines once again across the state and now the leftovers 130 000 provisional 
ballots we're told possibly as many as 150 000 of course all of those have to be analyzed about 10 days from 
now they have to be tabulated and the state still has to deal with that of course even though john kerry has 
conceded there are of course other people on the ballot and those votes have to be tabulated as well when 
you look at those provisional ballots of course it was just not enough for john kerry to be able to claim that he 
still had a chance of winning once all of them are counted one other left over of course a slew of legal battles 
lasting right up to election day of course the law professors and the judges here will have to figure out what 
all of that means but at the end of the day the headline here is that the buckeye state can make the case that 
the system did work carol back to you joe this was a state that the democrats were counting on to to plated 
their strengths on the economy 200 000 jobs lost there during the bush administration what is it in the final 
tally what was it from your sense of talking with the campaigns and talking with people out on the campaign 
trail what made the difference for president bush in the end well certainly it was the republican turnout effort it 
was quite exceptional here in ohio they knew from four years ago they had some work to do and frankly they 
did it there's also the issue of a gay marriage initiative on the ballot here in ohio as in other states clearly the 
indication was that a lot of people concerned about traditional values came out to vote on that initiative and 
there are strong suggestions of course that those people many of them were bush supporters carol joe johns 
thank you very much okay let's get back to our conversation with michael weiskopf and ron brownstein and 
ron let me ask you in the light of this victory does the president feel emboldened to move 
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president feel emboldened to move even more aggressively in iraq take on the issues in fallujah and prepare 
that country for elections i think he feels emboldened to move both at home and abroad i mean this has not 
been a president who is uh ever lacked for a confidence uh you know in 2000 obviously even narrower 


results second narrowest electoral college victory ever and he pursued a very aggressive agenda i don't 
think there's any reason to think it wouldn't be at least as aggressive on tax reform potentially social security 
for him and certainly in iraq you think the same michael it's hard to improve on what bronze ron said yes i 
think that and particularly on iraq which was a real cutting-edge issue in this campaign he'll he'll consider it a 
a victory and a a clear imprimatur to move forward real quick moving forward staff changes for the bush 
administration what do you think michael he's very slow in moving people around as we 
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